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Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation
   In its first year of existence, the Old 
Stagecoach Stop Foundation bought 
the building for $40,000. A matching 
grant of $13,200 was obtained from the 
Department of Natural Resources. With 
the grant, the exterior of the building was 
restored to its 19th-century appearance. 
   The original debt was retired in 1992 
and interior restoration began in earnest. 
The rest of the historic property, along 
with a small brick building, was acquired 
in 2003. Maintenance of the nearly 
160-year-old building and small improve-
ments consume most of the Foundation’s 
resources.

The Old Stagecoach Stop Foundation wishes to thank the following Lifetime and Sponsor-
ing members whose generosity has made possible our continuing progress toward meeting our goal “to preserve, 
restore, protect and maintain the historic structure in Waynesville, Missouri known as the ‘Old Stagecoach Stop’ in 
order to permit its educational value to be appreciated by future generations.”

W.= L. and Eula Burchard= *
City of Waynesville *
Edward Conley*
Carl= and Polly= Deaton *
James and Helen= Dodds*
William Eckert
Gene= and Maxine= Farnham *
First State Bank *
Gary Gaffner and Lorel Rigsby
Danny Gerber=*
Joe Gomez *
Benjamin= and Rue= Harris *
John and Carolena Hensley *
Mrs. Alfie Mae Johnson=*
Beth and Scott Keith
George W. Lane=*

Dr. Carl and Jackie Larson
Larry Lercher*
Lorene Leuthen=*
Representative Steven Lynch
Al Lynch=*
William Walton McDonald
Ada Moore=*
Roy= and Norma= Moorman *
Louise Morgan *
Lynn and Kristen Morrow
Joann McDonald Moss
Dr. H. E. Nickels= * 
Gary and Jeanie Porter *
Charley Powers=*
Pulaski County Broadcasters, Inc *
Pulaski County Historical Society*

Al and Jackie Raphelson
Cecil=and Lucylle= Rice *
Roena Hamilton Schaplowsky *
John and Lisa Schwandt
Security Bank of Pulaski County *
Opal Shultz *
Diana Stanford *
William= and Pamela Tynes
Waynesville Daily Guide *
Bill Wilkerson= *
Bill and Janell Walters
=Deceased Member
*Charter Lifetime Member
These and the many annual member-
ships and generous donations have 
made our progress possible.

We apologize for any omissions.  If you are a Lifetime Member and would like your name to appear in the next issue of the Old Settlers Ga-
zette, please contact our membership chair at pamela.barnabee@gmail.com or 417-458-3099.  If you would like to become a member, please 
visit us at the Old Stagecoach Stop and pick up an application or join on our website: www.oldstagecoachstop.org

The Old Stagecoach Stop today is the oldest publicly accessible building in Pulaski 
County. The interior is restored to different periods, ranging from 1860 to 1960. 
The ten rooms reflect the history of the building. Open Saturdays 10 - 4, April 
through September.

   Improvements are made to the Old Stagecoach Stop as resources permit. Some, such as 
structural improvements, are not readily visible. This past fall, we replaced the old display 
cabinets that contained part of our artifact collection excavated from under the building. 
The old cabinets were floor models and the new sets are wall mounted. This allows more 
floor space and a more spacious feeling in a room that is only 10 by 10 feet. Additionally, 
there are new interpretive displays and lighting. Renovation funds came from memorial 
contributions in the name of founder Maxine Farnham, who expressed delight about stu-
dent involvement with the Old Stagecoach Stop.
   The salvage archaeological excavation began when the Foundation’s Board invited LEAP 
(Learning Enrichment and Acceleration Program), Waynesville 
School’s gifted program, to remove dirt from under the building so 
more piers could be put in place. Although it was thought nothing 
much would be found, at least by the teacher, the task was undertak-
en as a community service project. The excavation lasted six years, 
involving LEAP students in grades 4-8, and yielded hundreds of arti-
facts from pre-Civil War to the 1960s. Stop by and take a look.

First diggers in 1989  Eighth grade LEAP students pictured above are (l-r): Front Row - 
April Haney, Jong Im Yun, Joey Coleman, Charity Holland, Nina Hanisko, Erin New-
ton, Stephanie Greenwald. Back Row - Jamie Strohl, Chris Tanner, Jarrell Adcock, Lee 
Brooks, Chris Tillman, and Andy Carlson. These students began the 7-year excavation.
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